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SUBJECT: FISHERIES DISPUTE: GOI ACCEPTS UK INVITATION FOR 
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REF: REYKJAVIK 0104 

1 . WE UNDERSTAND FROM MFA AND BRITISH EMBASSY THAT GOI HAS 
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TO MEET WITH BRITISH PRIMEMIN IN LONDON FOR FISHERIES TALKS. 

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT EXPECTED LATER TODAY. HALLGRIMSSON WILL 
BE ACCOMPANIED BY TWO OTHER CABINET MEMBERS BUT NAMES NOT YET 
SPECIFIED. FONMIN AGUSTSSON, WHO IS STILL ILL, NOT PLANNING 
TO GO. GROUP DEPARTING JANUARY 24 WITH TALKS SCHEDULED BEGIN 
JANUARY 25. PROBABLY LASTING TWO DAYS. 

2. BRITISH DO NOT EXPECT ANY AGREEMENT TO BE FINALIZED AT 
MEETING BUT HOPE IT MAY BE POSSIBLE TO GET CERTAIN AGREED 
PRINCIPLES WHICH COULD THEN BE FLESHED OUT BY EXPERTS, FOL- 
LOWING PROCEDURE OF 1973 TALKS. FOR EXAMPLE, BRITISH HOPE 
IT MIGHT BE POSSIBLE ARRIVE AT SOME AGREED OVERALL CATCH 
FIGURE AND LENGTH OF AGREEMENT WITH DETAILS OF NUMBERS 
OF TRAWLERS, SPECIES TO BE CAUGHT, AND CONSERVATION 
ZONES TO FOLLOW. 
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